
Welcome ESL Families!

Back to School Night 2022



About Mrs. Laninger
Courtney Laninger - cxl48@scasd.org

- Eighth year teaching
- 5 years as an elementary classroom teacher
- 3 years of ESL at MNE

- Graduated- Penn State University 2015
- B.S. in Elementary Education (Pk-4)
- English as a Second Language 

- State College Area High School Alumni

My little family! 

mailto:cxl48@scasd.org


ELD at Mount Nittany Elementary
MNE is 1 of 4 ESL center schools: servicing students from Spring Creek and Ferguson Elementary.

ELs Grades K-2 pull-out 

- ELs come to the ESL classroom with Mrs. Laninger for small group instruction

- ELs are grouped with students of similar English proficiency 

- Class starts with a circle question: a safe place to practice speaking and listening

- Literacy Rich Environment: explicit teaching of foundational skills, pre-teaching 

of ECRI (enhanced core reading instruction)

- Read Alouds: Celebrate Multiculturalism



ELD at Mount Nittany Elementary
MNE is 1 of 4 ESL center schools: servicing students from Spring Creek and Ferguson Elementary.

ELs Grades 3-5 push-in

- Mrs. Laninger pushes into classrooms during the reading block to support ELs.
- ELs are given support in core content, while being active participants and 

learners in their core instruction.
- Read Alouds: Celebrate Multiculturalism

Collaboration

- ESL teacher and classroom teachers collaborate to ensure success for ELs.

- Collaboration includes: shared materials and resources, scaffolding and 
differentiated instruction, progress monitoring and reports.



Culturally Responsive Classroom Library
It is my goal to help children feel welcome and engaged at Mount Nittany 

Elementary. By including a culturally responsive classroom library (a diverse and 

widespread collection of books) we are showing students that we see and value all 

aspects of them, including their language and culture. These books can positively 

impact a student’s acceptance of their own race (& races of others), and ethnicity. 



ELD Enrollment & Exit Procedures
Enrollment Procedures

- Parent/Guardian completes SCASD Registration
- Home Language Survey Indicates second/multiple languages spoken at home
- Student is given an English Proficiency Screener to determine qualification

- Students are enrolled in ESL until they qualify to exit or parents can opt their child(ren) out 
of services.

Exit Procedures
- ACCESS test score must be 4.5 or higher to exit (out of 6.0)
- If a student does not exit the program, they remain enrolled in ESL and will take the ACCESS 

test again next year.

https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/Teachers-Administrators/Curriculum/ESL/ELL-Identification-Procedure%20K-12.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/Teachers-Administrators/Curriculum/ESL/Reclassification%20Monitoring%20and%20Redesignation%20of%20ELs.pdf


Support at Home
Encouraging your child's’ bilingual development fosters connections between 
English and languages spoken at home! Please continue to use your native 
language.

- Practice reading in English and your home language
- Develop a reading routine: aim for 15 minutes each night

Frequently Asked Questions - LINK

ELD Program Overview - LINK

ACCESS Testing for ELLs - LINK

https://www.scasd.org/Page/38810
https://www.scasd.org/Page/38809
https://www.scasd.org/Page/39742


Parent Teacher Conferences
This year, conferences are:

Thursday, October 27th

Friday, October 28th.

Your child’s teacher will work with you to schedule a conference.

I will do my best to make all ESL conferences!



2021-2022 Academic Calendar

PDF of the 2022-2023 Academic Calendar - LINK

https://www.scasd.org/cms/lib/PA01000006/Centricity/Domain/80/AcCalFeb9.pdf


Questions?
Please email Mrs. Laninger - cxl48@scasd.org

mailto:cxl48@scasd.org

